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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Disley  Rural  District  Council, 

Mbr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947* 

Dr,  H.R,  Dugdale  rosigoed  -Uie  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  September, 
and  up  to  the  date  of  presenting  this  report,  a new  Medical  Officer  has  not  taken  up 
duty, 

I wish  to  C2q>ress  ray 'thanks  to  -tiao  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  to 
Dr.  A,N,  Boyle,  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  of  your  Council,  for  their  guidance 
on  matters  appertaining  'to  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer, 

I am,  kc,  Cliairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A,  P.  BATES. 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


SECTION  A - STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CCSTOITIONS  OF  THE  A5EA. 


Area  in  Acres  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  2,118 

Population  (Census  1931)*  •••  •••  •••  •*.  •••  3#i78 

Population  194-7  (Registrar  Generals  No*s,  Year  Estimte).  2,942 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (End  of  1947) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ».•  •••  ...  •«.  987  '• 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1947)*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  £24,967 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  March,  1947). • •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  iEl98*2*7 

The  district  slopes  steeply  over  a distance  of  about  2 miles  from  south  to  north 
and  west  from  the  1,000  ft.  contour  line  to  just  under  4CX)  ft.  at  the  river  Gtoyt,  the 
highest  point  1,018  ft,  being  just  short  of  the  southern  boundary.  The  north  westerly 
fall  is  broken  by  Jackson  Edge  rising  above  the  700  ft,  contour.  The  main  road  follows 
roughly  the  600  ft,  contour,  along  which  most  of  the  housing  development  has  taken  place. 

Very  briefly,  the  district  is  residential  in  character  and  many  of  the  residents 
are  e^loyed  in  Jtochester  and  surrounding  towns.  Dairy  farming  and  a large  paper  mill 
represent  the  major  industries. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR. 


1,  Births. 


Live  Births:- 


Total, 

M. 

P. 

Legitimate, 

42 

18 

24 

% 

Illegitimate* 

«» 

> 

Total, 

42  

18 

24 

Birth  Rate, 

14,27 

Still  Births* 

Legitimate, 

2 

2 

• 

Illegitimate* 

•• 

Total, 

2 

2: 

Rato  per  1.000  total  (live  and  still)  Births, 

45.45 

Deaths, 

Total. 

K* 

P. 

Deaths* 

43 

26 

17 

14.61 


Orude  Death  Rate^ 

Deaths  from  Rierperal  Causes 

(a)  Rxerperal  Sepsis, 

(b)  Other  Rierporal  Causes, 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  BirHis  Nil 

INPANTILB  lyPRTAIlTY. 


NIL 

NXL 


Legitimate* 

Illegitimate, 


Total, 

2 


M. 

1 


P. 

1 


Total. 
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Rates ; 

All  infants  per  1 , 000  live  Births . . * • * 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  Briths.  •••  *•*  47»^1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  Births.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total  M.  P. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  5 3 2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  • - 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cou^  (all  ages)  • - - 

Deaths  froa  Diarrhoea  (mider  2 years)  - 


Deaths  classified  by  Ages: 

Age 

0 - 1 
1 -5 
5 -10 
10  -15 
15  -20 
20  -30 
30  -hO 
itO  -50 
50  -60 
60-r70 
70  -80 
80  -90 
over  90 


Total 

2 

1 


M. 

1 

1 


P. 

1 


2 

12 

1A 

9 

-J- 


1 

10 

.8 

4 

1 


Total 


ifcl 


26 


IL 


Olassification  of  Deaths.  13^7. 
No*  Cause  of  Dea'to.  Male. 

1 Typhoid  & Paratypoid  Pever*  ' 

2 Corebro  Spinal  Pever,  - 

3 Scarlet  Pever, 

If.  Whooping  Cou^, 

5 Diphtheria,  •• 

6 Tuberculosis  cf  Respiratory  System* 

7 Other  forma  of  Tuberculosis,  - 

8 Syphilitic  Diseases, 

9 Influenza* 

10  Measles,  •• 

11  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis, - 

12  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis,  *• 

15  Cancer  of  ) Buccal  Cavity  (M) 

) Uterus  (P) 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum, 

15  Cancer  of  the  Breaat,  - 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites,  2 

17  Diabetes,  - 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions,  2 

19  Heart  Diseases,  9 

20  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system.  1 

21  Brooohitis. 

22  Pneumonia,  2 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases,  • 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum,  - 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age),  - 

26  Appendicitis,  - 

27  Other  Digestice  diseases.  1 

28  Nephritis,  2 

29  Puerperal  & Post  Abortive  Sepsis,  - 

30  Other  Maternal  Causes,  - 

31  Premature  Biiltli,  *• 

32  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury, 

Infantile  Disease,  - 

33  Suicide,  - 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents, 

35  Other  Violent  Causes,  - 

36  All  other  causes.  6 


Pemale, 


2 

6 

3 


Total, 


1 

2 

2 

«• 

4 

15 

4 


1 

3 


All  Causes,  26 
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11 


43- 


The  numbers  given  in  the  left  hand  coluim  refer  to  the  Registrar  Generals  Short 
List,  based  on  the  Pif’ch  (1936)  Revision  of  the  Intemaitional  List  of  Causes  of 
Death. 


SECTICM  B - GEi^ZRAL  mOVlSlCM  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  33^  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Pacilitie s , 

1 . The  r^iblic  Health  Laboratory  of  the  University  of  Manchester  carried  out  most  of 
tlie  bacteriological  exaniinations  required  by  the  Council#  During  the  year  the 
following  cxamixiation  were  made:- 


Total# 

Positive, 

Negative. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria. 

5 

5 

Specimens  for  Typhoid. 

2 

- 

2 

Mlk  for  Methylene  Blue  w B.Coli, 
Water  ^a)  Qiemical 

(b)  Bacteriological. 

111|. 

5 

6 

35 

79 

Sputum  Examination  for  T.B, 

(Cheshire  County  Council  Lab,), 

3 

3 

Ambulance  Facilities, 

By  an  arrangement  with  Stockport  Corporation,  ambulance  transport  is  supplied  for 
public  assistance  and  other  patients  needing  hospital  treatment. 

The  Hyde  Isolation  Hospital  ambulance  is  available  for  all  oasos  of  infectious 
disease# 

The  system  works  well  and  there  has  been  no  delay  in  the  removal  of  cases. 
Professional  Nursing^  in  the 

No  nursing  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority#  The  District  Nurse  of 
the  County  District  Nursing  Association  is  available  for  both  general  and  matemity 
v/ork# 

The  Disley  Branch  of  the  B.R.C.S,  has  a number  of  highly  skilled  volunteers  who 
willingly  give  their  spare  time  in  cases  \7hero  homo  nursing  is  needed# 

Matemity  and  Nursing  Homes# 

There  are  no  maternity  or  nursing  homes  in  the  District# 

Hosoitals. 

The  Council  retains  two  beds  at  the  Hyde  Borou^  Hospital  for  infectious  cases# 
Cllnio  and  Treatment  Cefitre^# 

There  are  no  ollnioa  in  the  area#  Oho  Infant  Wolfaro  Centre  is  provided  at  ttie 
Ceunoil  Offices  on  alternate  weeks  by  the  (Sieehlre  County  Couneil  vdien  one  of  the 
leeal  deotora  attend* 

Mertu^# 

She  Ceunoil  haa  no  nortuary  but  satisfaotory  azrangeiaaRta  have  been  made  with  the 
V.D*  of  Basel  Grove  and  Bramhall# 

aeCTieW  P - sanitary  CIRCTOfiTipCBa  <g  she  area, 

1*  Water# 

Wat4UP  is  supplied  by  the  Stockport  Coxporatioci  to  most  of  hBUSSS  in  the  area, 
fhs  si^ly  has  been  pure  and  adequate#  A fair  isolatod  dseUings  and  a flunhsr  of  farms 
still  idthout  a piped  supply#  Baoteriedegioal  and  Chf>nd<ia3.  fftssiinstiofts  of  the 
water  are  oarried  out  by  Stockport  Corporation  and  havo  proved  astitfaotery#  There 
are  no  supplies  from  stLid  pipes# 

A typical  analysis  of  the  Stockport  Coxporatlod  supply  is  as  follows 
Sanple,  Water  from  Service  tap# 

Physical  Chai'actoristies.  A clear  and  colourless  v/ator#  free  from 

odour  and  deposit. 

Opinion.  A soft  water  of  firae^class  organic  quality. 


5 


A sample  of  spring  water  taJcen  from  the  Ram  Square  Public  Fountain  was  found  to 
contain  organisms  of  faecal  origin.  The  contamination  was  traced  to. a defective 
supply  pipe  which  was  repaired,  subsequent  samples  proving  satisfactory, 

2,  Drainage  and  Sev/erage, 

The  majority  of  the  premises  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  Council’s  sowers, 
bur  the  isolated  position  of  a nuntoer  of  houses,  particularly  farms,  and  the  cost  of 
a piped  water  supply  renders  a complete  v/ater  carriage  system  inpossible. 

Two  sev\fage  disposal  works  maintained  by  the  Council  havo  functioned  satisfactorily. 
No  nevf  works  of -sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams, 

The  River  Goyt  forms  the  northern  boxmdary  of  "tiio  district, 
b.  Closet  Accommodation, 


Water  Closets,  953 
Slop  Water  Closets,  1 
Privies,  17 
Pail  Closets,  35 
Dry  Ashpits,  lA 
Ashbins . 97A 


Six  ashpits  were  abolished  during  the  year  and  replaced  by  dust  bins. 


c.  Public  Cleansing.  fr 

During  the  year  the  Council  obtained  delivery  of  a now  side-loading  refuse  collection 
vehicle  and  instituted  a direct  labour  refuse  collection  service  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  The  now  service  has  maintained  a fortnigjitly  collection 
of  refuse  and  waste  paper.  A special  tank  for  the  reception  of  pail  closet  contencts, 
and  designed  to  fit  on  the  nsv^-  vehicle,  has  functioned  very  satisfactorily^  the  pail 
contents  now  being  collectively  discharged  into  the  Council's  sewer. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  a field  at  Grecnshall  Lane  which 
has  been  culverted. 


de  Rodent  Control. 

At  the  end  of  1947  the  Council  was  acting  as  agent  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
for  the  puaposes  of  rodent  destruction  vrork,  A full  time  rodent  operative  being 
shared  by  Disley  and  two  neighbouring  authorities.  During  the  year  the  Council's 
sewers  v^rere  treated  for  rat  infestation  and  the  sewage  works  and  refuse  tip  were  also 
given  periodic  inspection  and  treatment  as  necessary.  Nine  infestations  in  private 
property  were  successfully  dealt  with,  a letter  of  appreciation  being  received  from 
one  householder. 

Approved  Ministry  of  Pood  methods  were  employed  in  all  cases  of  infestation. 


3«  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 


a,  Nunber  of  Inspections  made: 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts,  75 

Houses  • Housing  Acts.  132 

(including  inspections  under  the  Rural  Housing  Survey). 
Complaints  investigated,  28 

Restaurant  Icitchens,  8 

Factories.  23 

Work  places.  6 

Infectious  disease  - visits  in  connection  with,  58 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts,  37 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  “19 

Shops  Acts,  23 

Interview  with  Owners,  etc,  18 

Revisits  to  property  under  Notice,  1^ 

Bakehouses,  5 

Pried  Pish  Shops.  A 

Butchers  Shops,  12 

Other  Pood  Shops,  7 

Ice-Cream  premises*  10 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops,  A2 

Tinned  Pood  and  other  articles  of  Pood,  1 

Houses  Disinfected.  6 

Houses  Disinfested,  ~ 

Miscellaneous*  - 21TL 


Total, 


■ 885_. 


b*  Number  of  Notices: 


1,  Inf*  onnal. 

Public  Health  Acts. 
Housing  Act, 

MiH:  & Dairies  Orders. 
Pa.c'cor.y  Acta 
Shops  Act. 


Served. 

5A 

21 

3 

1 


Complied  with. 

33 

21 

2 

1 


2,  Statutory. 

Public  Health  Act.  1 

Housing  Act,  m 

4#  Shops  and  Offices. 

a.  Shops  Act. 

25  vi^ts  of  inspection  \7ere  made  to  shops  in  the  airea  end  one  notice  "was  served 
resuiring  an  additional  sanitaiy  convenience  in  a case  inhere  5 persons  of  mixed  sex 
were  en^jloyed. 


b*  Offices, 

No  instances  have  been  discovered  Y/here  action  was  needed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  relating  to  sanitary  accomodation,  ventilation,  overcrowding, 
obnoxious  effluvia  or  uncleanlinsss  in  offices. 


5*  Camping  Sites. 


Seven  Springs  Canp  at  Hiiyior  Disley  is  of  a permanent  nature,  providing  camping 
facilities  for  boys  and  girls  aged  12-18  years.  The  Gamp  has  been  in  existence  since 
1 925  aiid  is  supervisied  by  a voluntary  committee  and  managed  by  a resident  caretalcer, 

6,  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  smoke  observations  have  boon  necessary, 

7.  Schools, 

There  is  one  elementary  school  in  the  area.  The  v/ater  supply  and  closet 
accomraodation  are  satisfactory.  Repairs  to  the  roof  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  One  siTiall  pi'ivate  school  is  maintained  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs, 

No  infested  houses  have  been  found.  Insecticides  are  available  if  the  need  should 
arise, 

SECTION  D - HOUSING. 


Existing  Houses. 


The  Housing  Survey  has  continued  and  was  approaching  completion  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  Dofedts  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housiiig  Acts, 

There  are  a number  of  houses  in  the  area  Yhich  will  eventually  have  to  be  demolished, 
but  as  they  ' are  to  a large  extent  let  at  very  low  rentals  and  occupied  by  aged  people 
living  alone  and  in  poor  circumstances,  the  lilcelihood  of  those  persons  ever  being  able 
to  remove  the  more  sanitary  accommodation  seems  remote.  The  solution  v/ould  seem  to  be 
the  provision  of  a number  of  Old  Peoples  Bungalows  built  to  let  at  reasonable  rentals. 


New ' Houses, 


Permanent  Houses  completed: 

Council  8 

Private  7 Total  15 

2 Houses  converted  into  single  dwelling.  ^ 

lit  nett  addition. 

Permanent  Housing  under  construction: 

Council  28 

Private  Jt 
Total  ^ 

Approved  but  not  yet  comn^ncedl 

Council  2 

Private  1 (Wooden  Prefabricated  Bungalow), 

Additional  living  accommodation  under  construction  on  1 house, 
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SECTION  E - INSTECTICN  AtTO  SUESKVISICH  OP  FOOD 


a,  Mj.lk  Supply, 

Tiicre  are  19  covi^eepers  on  the  Resistor  of  \7h0m  13  dispost  of  their  milk  all  or  in 
parr  by  retail.  Three  of  the  cowkeepers  arc  accredited  producers. 

Durins  the  year  ZjR  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  farms  and  dairies,  and  a.  nr.nil:''er 
inpi-ovements  effected  by  the  provision  of  coOlors  and  sterilizing  chests. 

That  the  Council’s  efforts  to  irrprove  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  produced  or 
reuailod  in  the  area  has  not  been  in  vain  is  evident  by  the  steady  improvement  in  the 
results  of  milk  sanples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 


MIk  Sanpling, 

The  number  of  imilk  sanples  submitted 

during  the  year  is 

as  follows;- 

(a)  Tuberculosis, 

Total, 

Positive. 

Negative 

8 

8 

(b)  Bacterial  Count  and  B,  Coli, 

Pailed, 

Passed. 

58 

18 

kO 

(cl  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test, 

56 

17 

39 

(d)  Phosphatase  Test, 

8 

- 

8 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order.  1936, 

The  Council  has  issued  1 Supplementary  Licence  for  the  retail  distribution  of 
pasteurised  milk* 

b.  Meat  Jnspeotior^, 

There  are  3 butchers  shops  v/ithiii  the  district.  Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  at 
the  Mnistry  of  Pood  Centralised  Slaughterhouse  at  New  Mills  by  a qualified  veterinaiy 
practitioner. 


Other  Poods. 

There  are  2 bakehouses,  2 wet  fish  shops  and  2 fried  fish  shops  in  the  area,’  all 
of  which  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

All  grocery  and  provision  shops  and  preiir ses  holding  catering  licences  wer^  a-lso 
frequently  inspected. 

There  are  2 shops  registered  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  Ice-Cream 

c.  Slaurjiter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 


There  are  3 licensed  Slaughtermen  on  the  Register, 

d.  Report  on  Pood  Sanples. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Y^eigjits  and 
Maasures,  Cheshire  County  Council. 

2 Samples  of  Gin  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory, 

8 Sanples  of  milk  were  taken,  one  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
of*  '13*^.  The  seller  was  cautioned. 


PACTORIES  ACT,  1937> 

Inspections, 


No, 

Premises,  on 

Number  of 

Inspections,  Written 
notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(l ) Factories  in  which  Sect,  1,2,3,^ 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities, 

k 

8 

2 

(11)  Factories  not  included  in  (I) 
to  ■which  Sec,  7 applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforcement) 

Order,  1938, 

(b)  Others, 

9 

14  ~ 

(111 ) Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(excluding  out-workers  premises). 

1 

1 

¥ 

mm 

Total. ^ 23  2 

«•  3 *** 


Cases  in  v/hich  defects  were  found, 


Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Particulars , 

Pound. 

Referred 

Remedied.  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector,  Inspector, 

Huinber  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

\7oro 

institu'fced. 

y/ant  cf  cleanlii^ess  (Sti). 
Ovcrci-owdung  (S,2,/, 

Unreasonable  tenpera  tur x ^ : 3 j -> 
Inadequate  ventilation  (3o2|-), 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S. 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.^), 

(a^  Insufficient 

2 

6). 

1 

1 

CM 

am 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defecti^re, 

(c)  Hot  separate  for  sexes.. 

Other  offences  (not  includl-ng 
offences  relating  to  Homev.-ork). 

2 

1 

■ 

1 

CM 

Total, 

k 

SECTiow  p ~ PR:ij:^'Aa.NCE  OF  caraROL  avsR  Hsitectious  ai»td  other  DiHSAsas, 
During  the  year  the  notifioacioios  wores- 


Scarlet  Fever, 
Vihoppipg  CJou£^ 
Measles, 

Pneumonia, 
Polioencephalitis , 
Poliomyelitis, 

There  were  no  deaths 

Infectious  Diseases  in  . 

Total . 

ft 

groups 

i — 

Oases, 

2 

4 

57 

1 

2 

1 

67^ 

Admitted  to  Hospital, 

1 

1 

1 

\ 

Age, 

Cco.i.'j.et 

Pevei'o 

V.ho  oping 
Cou,Rh« 

Measles, 

Pneu- 

monia, 

Polio 

encephalitis. 
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S carle t Bever,  This  disease  continues  to  bo  very  mild  in  character  and 

' ' ’ ^ ' adiaission  to  hospital  if  given  only  xAion  domestic  and  other 

conditions  make  the of  the  case  at  home  impractical. 


Infantile  Paralysis.  ' An  outbreak  of  Infantile  Paralysis  was  confined  to  3 cases 

2 patients  made  satisfactory  recoveries  'vihile  the  third  is 
benefiting  imder  treatment  in  the  Marple  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 


Diphtheria  Immmisatich.  By  the  end  of  December,  1 90  children  under  5 ye^  of 

3-ge,  and  p60  between  the  ages  of  5 and  IZj.  had  been  immunised 
against  Diphtheria,  percentages  being  85*6  and  98* 4- 
respectively.  This  gives  a total  of  550  children  under 
immunised,  a percentage  of  93*5«  Reinforcing  injections 
were  continued  at  the  Disley  Council  School.  There  has  been 
no  case  of  Diphtheria  notified  since  ^9k3^  patient  then 
being  aged  22  years. 
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tuberculosis 


New  cases  said  mortality  durinp;  1947* 

liiij  nuiiiber  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  i 9^1-7 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulraonary, 

J/Lales , 

4 

1 

I’emales. 

it 

Totals 

8 

Xhci\3  \TOre  no  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  ajid  the  efficiency  of  notification 
in  the  area  is  hi^. 
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